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LETT I TOR 
The other day I was out with some of my OP buddies, and over 
dinner our conversation turned to the subject of subcultures. A 
subculture, basically, is any group of people who all share some 
common cause--be it a job, hobby, or interest-which prompts 
them to start to act, talk, and generally live in a similar manner. 
Thanks to the information revolution and the internet, 
there are now more thriving subcultural communities than 
ever before. Strange passions, obsessions, and fetishes that 
were once relegated to the dark comers of society now have 
loud and proud online presences, carving out sizeable cyber-
refuges of solidarity and acceptance. This kind of thing can be 
wonderful in some contexts; forgotten TV shows are revived, 
obscure video games are celebrated, and eccentric fashion is 
applauded. But more often than not the results can be downright 
creepy as well. Witness, for example, the grotesque spectacle 
of the burgeoning neo-bestiality "furry" community, the 
staunch defensiveness of the "pro-ana"-that is, pro-anorexia-
movement, or the horrifying perversion of message boards 
established solely for the sick-minded to share photos of burn 
victims or in-progress autopsies. 
Of course, subcultures are not just for freaks; they're 
everywhere you look. This very newspaper is part of a 
subculture, a subculture of student journalism. We have our 
own lingo, our own in-jokes, our own stereotypes, and our own 
myths and legends. Hell, when you go to a student journalism 
conference you quickly learn that we even all start to look the 
same after a while, with our stained t-shirts and unshaven jowls. 
Another incredibly fascinating subculture I've come to learn 
a lot about recently is student unions. As a student reporter, I've 
had to study the groups a fair bit in recent years, and I continue 
to be astonished at their complexity. Far from being mere 
goody-goody Reese Witherspoon-types, student politicians 
are sophisticated, professional bureaucrats in charge of big 
budgets and vast programs. They speak to each other in their 
own language, referencing issues you've never heard of, but are 
considered life-or-death crises within their subculture. And they 
tend to resent you if you don't get it. That, in tum, is what turns 
people off of student politics. Indeed, I went to a "public" DSU 
meeting the other day at which I was the only non-politician in 
attendance-sadly not a rare occurrence. 
But it's not fair to single out student unions, it happens to all 
subcultures. The problem with any cloistered, protective group 
is that they often make their members a little too comfortable. 
People begin to assume "community" means "isolation" and 
they develop little patience for people on the outside of their 
narrow confines. Instead of viewing each other as potential 
enemies, subcultures should be able to compliment and learn 
from each other. The world is such a rich and colourful place, 
why not open the doors of your community and let other people 
learn about the weird little world that consumes your life? 
Just . . . not the furries. I think we've learned enough from 
them already. 
J.J. McCullough, Editor-in-Chief of the Other Press 
3 
News 
DSU continues slow 
progress towards financial 
independence 
JJ McCullough, OP Editor 
It's now been over a year since the 
Douglas Students Union was rocked 
by a high-profile financial scandal that 
darkened the college's reputation with 
near constant gossip of corruption, 
embezzlement, and impeachment. A 
lot has changed since then; the DSU 
now has a new board of directors and a 
largely reformist spirit, but the legacy 
of the past continues to hang over the 
organization's basic operations. To 
this day the DSU remains in a court-
ordered state of financial receivership, 
and though progress is being made 
to alleviate this status, the evidence 
suggests that considerable work is still 
to be done. 
A DSU board meeting held last 
Wednesday was attended by Marne 
Jensen, the DSU's court-appointed 
receiver manager. Though her 
appearance was much anticipated, 
her status updates seemed to indicate 
that the Union's goal of completing 
all of their outstanding audits-the 
necessarily prerequisite for leaving 
receivership status-is still a ways off. 
During the September 19 meeting, 
Jensen announced that bookkeeping 
for the DSU's 2006 fiscal year was 
completed, and had since been passed 
on to the offices of Tompkins, Wozny, 
Miller & Co., the union's auditors. She 
noted that the 2005 audits have yet 
to be completed, which Jensen said 
is due to the auditors' instance that 
they view both 2005 and 2006 records 
simultaneously, in order to observe any 
inconsistencies between the numbers. 
When asked when the auditors' work 
would be completed, Jensen said she 
did not know, and said the matter 
was now entirely within the auditor's 
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jurisdiction. Overall, however, she 
declared the DSU to be in a generally 
"positive position." 
Jensen also showed board members 
a rough budget chronicling the union's 
spending for the previous year, though 
these numbers were declared to not 
be public, and thus a copy of the 
breakdown could not be obtained by the 
Other Press. Though the budget seemed 
to enjoy general acceptance, several 
DSU board members requested a more 
detailed breakdown of expenses be 
produced for a future meeting. 
Marne Jensen was originally 
appointed DSU receiver-manager 
by a provincial court in January of 
2006, following a complex series of 
court challenges in which the Douglas 
College administration accused the 
student union of being in complete 
financial disarray. In her present role, 
Jensen holds final authority over all 
spending conducted by the DSU, and 
will continue to do so until the two 
outstanding DSU audits are completed 
to the court's satisfaction. 
Jensen is now easily the most 
important figure in the student union, 
but her status has not made her 
immune to criticism. The Douglas 
College administration initially argued 
against her appointment, claiming she 
lacked a strong financial background. 
Critics of the Canadian Federation 
of Students have likewise argued she 
is too politically connected to that 
organization to hold what should be 
a politically neutral office. It is her 
unusual living conditions, however, 
which have proven to be the source of 
the greatest ongoing controversy. 
A resident of Vancouver Island, 
Jensen is currently employed full time 
at the University of Victoria, where 
she serves as general manager of that 
school's student society. The lengthy 
commute to Douglas, coupled with her 
already tight schedule, has made her 
appearances on campus increasingly 
rare in recent months. Most DSU board 
members have likewise acknowledged 
that Jensen is generally difficult to 
communicate with outside of such 
visits, an issue which former DSU Pride 
Liaison Nathaniel Wolfe made much 
of during his resignation earlier this 
month. In Jensen's absence, much of 
the day-to-day duties of the receiver 
are conducted by Benjamin Johnson, 
Jensen's assistant. Though usually on 
campus five days a week, Johnson also 
lives in Victoria, which has prompted 
further controversy over the combined 
costs of the duo's travel expenses-
which the DSU pays. 
During last Thursday's meeting, 
DSU College Relations Officer 
Matthew Steinbach, a frequent critic 
of Jensen's, expressed frustration 
at the receiver-manager's frequent 
absences, and suggested she take time 
off from her UVic duties to focus 
exclusively on the affairs of the DSU. 
Jensen responded that such a plan was 
unfeasible, but defended the present 
arrangement. Though acknowledging 
her slow speed, Jensen said that such 
delays were offset by the "really good 
deal" the DSU was receiving from her 
employment. The DSU has so far paid 
Jensen $15,000 for her year of service, 
an amount that Jensen claimed was 
lower than what many other revivers 
would charge for a single month's work. 
She similarly stated that it was her 
goal to resume attending DSU meetings 
at least once a month. 
Three BC 
Schools to 
Attempt to 
Leave CFS 
JJ McCullough, OP Editor 
A dramatic political showdown 
is set to take place this spring between 
the Canadian Federation of Students 
and three of its member student unions. 
The student societies of Simon Fraser 
University and Kwantlen University 
College, as well as the graduate student 
union of the University of Victoria, 
have all formally submitted petitions to 
CFS head office requesting permission 
to hold a binding vote of "defederation" 
among their respective student bodies. 
The Canadian Federation of 
Students is a national umbrella group 
to which many student unions across 
the country belong. The organization 
engages in a variety of progressive 
lobbying campaigns and provides its 
"member locals" with certain benefits 
and services-such as student day-
planners-for which students at CFS 
schools pay additional "member fees" 
as part of their tuition. The organization 
bas long been controversial, however, 
and today is one of the most polarizing 
issues in contemporary BC student 
politics. Critics of the organization 
have tried to tie it to recent political 
scandals at Douglas College, SFU, and 
K wantlen, while supporters have argued 
abandoning the CFS would badly 
cripple the relevance and power of the 
student movement. 
The Simon Fraser Student Society 
has become particularly outspoken in 
pro-separation sentiment ever since a 
strongly anti-CFS board was swept to 
power in last year's election, following 
a controversial mass impeachment. For 
his part, Derrick Harder, the president 
of the Simon Fraser student union, 
denied that a province-wide separation 
campaign was in the works. "We are 
aware of the other campaigns but there 
has been no coordination between us," 
he said. 
2001 Census 
Reveals Modern 
Face of Canada's 
Youth, Schools 
JJ McCullough, OP Editor 
A series of reports released by 
Statistics Canada last week reveal that 
the lifestyles of Canada's youth have 
changed dramatically over the last few 
decades, with bold new trends emerging 
in rates of marriage, education, and 
employment. 
Canada's current young adult 
population-defined as those between 
the ages of 20 to 24-is currently 
estimated to be just over 2 million, 
or about 6% of the nation, while the 
total under 30 population stands at 
16 million, or about 48%. Despite 
the strong presence, the new numbers 
reveal that, per capita, Canada is getting 
older as a nation overall, with the size of 
elderly communities climbing fast. The 
average Canadian is now 39 years old, 
an age that has steadily increased for the 
last five decades. 
Lifestyle trends between young 
and old were revealed to be predictably 
divergent, with over 35% of youths 
living in metropolitan areas, while only 
27% lived in rural communities. The 
middle ground, in the form of suburban 
areas, continue to remain the most 
popular residences for Canadians of all 
ages. 
StatsCan's most talked about results, 
however, centered around marked 
trends in youth lifestyles. According to 
2001 numbers, 36% of all Canadians 
in the 18 to 34 age bracket still live 
with their parents, while only 26% are 
married. This is a marked difference to 
the trends of 30 years ago, in which a 
whopping 57% were married and only 
28% lived with their parents. The rate 
of childlessness has also dramatically 
increased, with only 25% of young 
adults-either married or unmarried-
having children by age 34, down from 
a number conservatively estimated at 
42% in 1971. 
Career-wise, on average, about 
45% of Canadians in their mid 20's will 
have a full time job, a number that is 
slightly up since 1971. The results are 
largely skewed by gender differences, 
however. Female employment has 
steadily increased since the mid 20'h 
Century, while the once traditional male 
dominance of the working world has 
declined in conjunction. 
Women have also made steady 
inroads in the field of post-secondary 
education, the reports indicate. Though 
the vast majority of Canadians still do 
not attend university, of those who do 
58% are women while only 42% are 
men. Of those students, in turn, the 
female rate of graduation is 70%, while 
men linger at 60%. 
Arrest of American 
Anti-War Activist 
Attracts Attention 
JJ McCullough, OP Editor 
A seemingly arbitrary arrest has 
made 22-year-old American activist 
Alison Bodine an overnight celebrity 
in the province 's left-wing circles, 
as numerous groups across BC have 
sprung to the defense of the embattled 
anti-war protestor. 
Though few hard detail s of her 
case are currently known, the present 
controversy surrounds Bondie 's 
September 13 attempt to cross the 
border back into the United States 
after a brief stay in Vancouver. While 
stopping at a customs office to pick 
up some belongings-described 
as "political materials and other 
items"- that had been previously 
seized at the border on her way in, 
Bondie was unexpectedly arrested by 
the RMCP. She was then detained in a 
Surrey prison, and briefly at Vancouver 
International Airport, for a total of 17 
hours before being released on the night 
of September 14. Since then, Bondie 
has been in a state of considerable 
legal limbo. Though still in BC, she is 
without a passport and identity papers, 
and a scheduled admissibility hearing 
with a member of the Immigration and 
Refugee Board of Canada was abruptly 
cancelled. 
It remains unclear what specific 
charges will be levied against 
Bodine when her hearing is officially 
rescheduled. Though she was arrested 
with an immigration warrant, this 
is a broad category that can be used 
to detain individuals for a variety of 
causes, including security risk, identity 
misrepresentation, and criminal 
suspicion. Bodine, for her part, has 
claimed ignorance of the matter, and 
immigration officials do not release 
public comments on specific cases. 
In the meantime, Bodine's cause 
has been enthusiastically embraced 
by Mobilization Against War and 
Occupation (MAWO), a Vancouver-
based, far-left protest group to which 
Bodine herself has been a longtime 
supporter. A number of rallies have 
so far been held on her behalf, with 
MAWO activists arguing Bodine was 
"unjustly arrested" for her anti-war 
political views. 
MAWO activists have been likewise 
quick to accuse border guards of 
plotting a conspiracy, and characterized 
the cancellation of Bodine's 
admissibility hearing as "a maneuver 
to delay because they know they won't 
be able to prove the charges they have 
made up so far." Immigration Review 
Board officials have in turn disputed 
that assessment. Speaking in 24 Hours, 
spokeswoman Melissa Anderson 
claimed rescheduling of such hearings 
is common. 
At their September 19 board 
meeting, the Representative Committee 
of the Douglas Students Union voted 
unanimously to support Bodine in 
her plight, and denouncing her arrest. 
In doing so they join the chorus of a 
number of progressive organizations 
across BC, including the BC Civil 
Liberties Union, the Hospital 
Employees Union, and NDP MPs Bill 
Siksay and Libby Davies. 
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Canada's Aboriginals Set to Receive 
Residential Schools Compensation 
JJ McCullough, OP Editor 
Many aboriginals across Canada 
may find themselves suddenly a few 
thousand dollars richer in the coming 
months. September 19 marked the 
first day native men and women 
who attended Canada's infamous 
"residential schools" could formally 
apply for cash compensation. The $2 
billion reparations deal was passed by 
parliament in 2005, but has only now 
come into effect. 
Under the terms 
of the legislation, 
any former student 
of one of over 
125 recognized 
residential schools 
across Canada 
will receive a flat 
sum of $10,000 
for their first year, 
plus an additional 
three thousand for 
each subsequent 
year. It is estimated 
that over 80,000 
individuals are 
eligible for the 
compensation, 
and with the program now officially 
in effect, cheques are expected to start 
being mailed in the coming months. 
The sudden influx of cash into 
many poor native communities has 
some authority figures worried about 
the social unrest the money could 
cause. A Canadian Press story released 
last week quoted some First Nations 
leaders and RMCP officers expressing 
worry that the new riches could be 
easily squandered, or leave receiving 
individuals vulnerable for exploitation. 
Some communities have taken the 
measure of brining in professional 
financial counselors to help recipients 
make wise financial decisions. 
Indian Residential Schools (IRS) 
were a network of largely church-run 
boarding schools that educated and 
housed aboriginal teens and children-
many of them orphans-in Canada 
from the mid-19'h century to the late 
1970s. The federally=funded schools 
Debate Over Raising BC 
Minimum Wage Heats Up 
Economists, unions dispute necessity of raise at this time 
Rosemary Westwood, The Martlet (University of Victoria) 
VICTORIA (CUP) - The British 
Columbia Federation of Labour 
is fighting to have the province 's 
minimum wage raised from $8 to $10 
an hour, but what practical effect that 
might have for students is still up for 
debate. 
University of Victoria professor and 
labour economist Herbert Schuetze 
said that B.C.'s current labour 
shortage means that few people, and 
few students, are actually working at 
minimum wage. 
"[Employers] are finding it hard to 
find people, so wage rates tend to be 
higher than $10 an hour, on average," 
he said in an email interview. "In the 
current market it probably won't have a 
big effect." 
Minimum wage reforms tend to 
have greatest popularity when jobs are 
scarce, but in the current economic 
climate demand seems to be exceeding 
supply. "Everywhere you go you see 
6 
help wanted signs," said Schuetze. 
"Large chains like Tim Horton's are 
advertising on TV. Food services still 
has several open shifts in a variety of 
operations." 
But while the job market is currently 
in favour of employees, Schuetze said 
that those conditions aren't guaranteed 
to last. He said the proposed $2 increase 
was still significant and cautioned such 
a move could hurt businesses in the 
future, especially those which rely on 
young, inexperienced workers. "Small 
businesses are, I'm sure, lobbying hard 
to stop an increase." 
But Mike Eso, secretary at the 
Victoria Labour Council, thinks the 
government may raise the wage. 
"I think we 've got a pretty good 
chance," he said. 
The Victoria Labour Council is 
urging the Victoria city council to 
join 23 other municipalities that have 
called on the provincial government 
to immediately raise the minimum 
wage to $10 an hour, scrap the $6 an 
hour training wage and increase the 
minimum wage on a regular basis in the 
future. 
Eso called it "unfair" that a person 
working full time at $8 an hour ends 
up below the poverty line. He said that 
students are often in that very situation. 
"Students have typically lived at 
the poverty level, given the crushing 
increase in student debt levels and the 
inability to get decent work to support 
themselves during school," he said. "It's 
a choice between going further into debt 
or being forced to work for substandard 
wages and trying to squeeze that 
into school." As evidence, Eso cited 
Statistics Canada data noting that 20 
per cent of minimum wage earners are 
between the ages of 20 and 24, typical 
ages for university students. 
But Schuetze said that those most 
affected by an increase to the minimum 
controversially encouraged students to 
disregard their traditional cultures and 
customs and instead "Christianize" and 
assimilate into the values of Canada's 
white majority. The IRS network was 
scaled back in the 1970s as control over 
native education was gradually made 
the prerogative of native bands, though 
the last IRS school did not officially 
close until1998. In the 1990s many 
former students came forward alleging 
they experienced significant physical 
and emotional 
abuse in the 
schools, including 
allegations of sexual 
assault. The federal 
government and 
many church leaders 
have since issued 
formal statements 
of apology, and 
the $2 billion 
reparation package 
was negotiated in 
the early 2000s an 
attempt to stave off 
litigation on the 
matter. 
wage are more likely to be high school 
students living at home. He added 
that increases to the minimum wage 
have historically had minimal effects 
on overall rates of unemployment. 
If Premier Campbell agrees with the 
proposal, however, Schuetze said that it 
could cost some students jobs if they are 
new to the job and less productive than 
a $10 wage would warrant. 
Opinions 
Veiled Voters 
Should Show 
Their Faces 
Jeremy Tremblay, The Cord Weekly (Wilfrid Laurier University) 
WATERLOO (CUP) - Recent changes 
to the Canada Elections Act mean all 
voters must show proof of identity and 
residential address before voting. Those 
who wear face coverings for religious 
reasons can now vote without showing 
their face. While these new measures 
are well-intentioned, the decision was 
not well thought out. 
What is particularly notable is the 
created a loophole for people to 
impersonate others while voting. 
The decision also comes after a 
similar announcement for Quebec's 
provincial elections, which caused 
public unrest and protest. After 
Elections Quebec made the decision 
that Muslim women could vote in the 
provincial election without showing 
their faces, returning officer, Marcel 
fact that Elections 
Canada received "Elections Canada 
Blanchet, received 
threatening messages 
and had to be 
accompanied by two 
bodyguards. People 
also threatened to go 
to the polls wearing 
masks. 
no request to allow 
veiled Muslim 
women to vote in 
the first place. As an 
engineer in Montreal 
who wears the 
niquab, Afifa Naz, 
told the CBC "This 
received no request to 
allow veiled Muslim 
women to vote in the 
first place" Elections Quebec 
is not something we demand. We can 
accommodate the needs of society while 
practising our religion." 
Currently, Muslim head coverings 
must be already removed for official 
photo identification, such as driver's 
licenses and passports. The biggest 
cause for concern stems from comments 
given to the CBC by Sarah Elgazzar, a 
spokeswoman for the Canada Council 
on American-Islamic Relations. She 
says if anyone bothered to ask Muslim 
women affected-which are a small 
number-they would have noted 
that they always take off their head 
coverings to identify themselves, be 
it at the bank, border crossings, and at 
the airport. In making this unwanted 
reform, Elections Canada has only 
reversed its decision 
so polls could go on without problems. 
While society shouldn't let fear and 
threats infringe on people's rights, there 
is another important factor that should 
be considered in response to this public 
reaction: the safety of veiled voters at 
the polls. 
A good question to ask is why 
Elections Canada has made these 
provisions. If it was not requested and it 
caused great debate and was overturned 
at the provincial level in Quebec, why 
was it pushed through for Canada? 
It's important that religious rights 
are upheld, but they cannot stand in the 
way of ensuring we have an effective 
democracy. Voting is an essential part 
of this. 
Outdated Laws 
Make Coquitlam 
a Joke 
Laura Kelsey, Opinions Editor 
Did you know it is unlawful to 
keep a hamster or rabbit in Coquitlam 
without a permit? 
Perhaps it is time to update 
Coquitlam's bylaws, as it seems that 
no one has looked them over in a few 
years-unless City Hall is waiting for 
the right moment to bring its wrath 
down on kindergarteners caring for their 
first pets, or locking up preteens playing 
pool. 
to offer younger folks a job. 
With BC's booming job market, 
do any of the cities really need more 
minimum wage positions? 
In light of the killing of an Esso 
employee in Maple Ridge, the sound 
of less attendants sounds like a great, 
possibly life-saving idea. It would also 
solve the constraints of full-service 
gas stations -like the fact that most in 
Coquitlam must close around llpm I 
have no problem with 
Section 19 in Part 
III of Coquitlam Bylaw 
No. 553, from 1950, 
states that "no person 
shall keep within 
"From rodents to 
pool to gasoline, 
it really looks as 
pumping my own gas 
at night and paying at 
the pump, or paying 
an employee behind a 
protective glass screen, 
and I don't think I am the municipality any 
domestic, fur bearing 
animal ... unless he 
shall have first made 
though Coquitlam 
could do with a alone. 
bylaw overhaul" There have been many 
instances where I have 
application to, and shall have received a 
permit to do so from the council." 
According to the bylaw, fur bearing 
animals include chinchillas, rabbits 
and hamsters. So why haven't officers 
stormed Petcetera yet? Although it does 
seem a good idea to prevent pet stores 
from selling small animals to subdue 
the current overpopulation, (just look at 
www.smallanimalrescue.org for proof 
of the high homeless rate of small pets), 
keeping a bylaw that everyone ignores 
is just stupid. I had five hamsters as a 
child-fine me! 
Bylaw No. 562 seems just as useless: 
"No youth (under 16 years) shall be 
permitted by an owner of other person 
to be or remain in a Pool Room, or 
to play pool or another game therein, 
and one or more printed notices to this 
effect shall be displayed in a reasonably 
conspicuous place in the Pool Room." 
I realize that there are not a lot of 
pool rooms in Coquitlam- perhaps 
because of this bylaw? -but the one 
I phoned, Ridgeway Avenue's Family 
Fun Centre, said there were no age 
restriction on their pool tables. 
Now, the most frustrating bylaw 
that really affects most of the residents 
of the city is Trades Licensing Bylaw 
No. 49, 1972, which regards the sale 
of gasoline: "Every person carrying on 
the business of gasoline or other fuel 
service stations shall dispense such fuel 
either himself or by his agent, servant, 
or employee, but not otherwise." 
This explains the complete lack 
of self-serve stations in Coquitlam. 
Supposedly Bylaw 49 originated to 
improve the city's employment status, 
waited a long time for 
a busy gas attendant, and I have just 
pumped fuel into my car myself. So, if 
a sharp-possibly bored-bylaw officer 
observed this, would it mean a fine for 
me, or the gas station? 
Also, in other cities, the price of the 
petrol sold depends on whether you 
decide on full or self-serve. Gas stations 
that I spoke with tried to assure me 
prices in Coquitlam are not affected by 
the bylaw; but I could not find data to 
support or refute that claim. 
From rodents to pool to gasoline, it 
really looks as though Coquitlam could 
do with a bylaw overhaul. I live in the 
city, and my rabbit is tired of hiding 
in the attic, my 12-year-old neighbor 
would love to be playing pool instead 
of applying graffiti to my fence, and my 
busy schedule does not allow time for 
slow gas attendants. 
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Yet Another Reason to Hate· 
Drunk Drivers 
Laura Kelsey, Opinions Editor 
It was not the way anyone wants to 
spend her birthday weekend, but I was 
living the nightmare. I had been taken 
to the emergency ward with acute pain 
in my side, and now I was lying in a 
draped-off cubicle full of tubes and 
discomfort-sleep was a far off, elusive 
sanctuary. 
So, when, at 3am, there was a great 
commotion outside of the curtains 
surrounding my bed, I knew that 
peaceful rest would still be a long time 
coming. However, I was not prepared 
for the ridiculous uproar that erupted 
only seconds later. 
A gurney was rolled in carrying a 
man strapped to a board with a support 
collar around his neck. He was followed 
by a troop of uniformed officers; 
whether they were RCMP or police 
officers, I could not see through the 
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space in the drapes, but I could hear 
their discussions clearly. 
They spoke of a drunk driver who 
had swerved to miss an oncoming 
vehicle and had rolled his truck over, 
possibly down a ravine. The driver 
and front passenger had been wearing 
seatbelts, but had still been thrown 
around the overturned truck. 
Thinking that the male that had been 
pushed to the bed beside me was an 
innocent party in all of this, I felt initial 
sympathy for him. I may have been in 
pain, but this poor guy had been injured 
horrifically in a car accident by a drunk 
driver. 
But, then I heard this: "Well," the guy 
was telling the officers, "I only had six 
or seven beers before I started to drive 
home." 
So he was the driver, I realized, 
which explained the gaggle of law 
enforcement aq:ompanying him. My 
sympathy melted to disgust, and then 
even my disgust managed to deteriorate 
to something beyond abhorrence. 
The guy was explaining his side of 
the story: " ... so I was driving down the 
road when this Chinaman came at me 
in his Civic. I had to get out of the way, 
and that's when the truck flipped." 
I thought it was obvious that this 
drunk driver 
was much more 
intoxicated than 
him, I said something. 
"Why won't you guys unstrap me," 
Tom was shrieking. 
"Because no one cares about you, 
Tom." I spat his name off my tongue 
like it was a squirming mosquito that 
had accidentally flew through my lips. 
Tom shut up for a bit-but, he was 
soon back to his vocal self, yelling to 
his friend in 
another bed. He 
was claiming 
he was admitting 
to, and I was a 
bit relieved when 
a female officer 
began to ask for 
either a blood test 
or a breathalyser 
to determine his 
blood alcohol 
content. The 
drunken young 
man danced 
around the 
subject, not only 
pretending he 
was going to call 
a lawyer, but also 
by attempting 
"My sympathy 
melted to disgust, 
and then even my 
·disgust managed 
to deteriorate to 
something beyond 
abhorrence" 
that his friend . 
could sue him, 
and they would 
just take ICBC's 
money. The 
officers seemed 
to have given up 
their requests for 
his blood and 
abandoned the 
situation. I sat 
there seething, 
hoping that Tom 
was now horribly 
scarred from 
his accident, or 
perhaps would 
to flirt with the 
female officer. 
"Your name is beautiful," I could 
hear his overly obnoxious voice holler. 
"SA-MAR-A ... I'm going to name 
my next daughter after you ... you are 
beautiful ... do you think I should call a 
lawyer, beautiful Samara?" 
The officer was explaining his rights, 
but the guy wasn't listening. 
"You can call a lawyer to at least 
consult about your situation," said 
officer Samara. "But if you don't do the 
test you will be charged with refusal. 
I'd at least call a lawyer to discuss this 
with, Tom." 
So that was his name: Tom- the 
bane of my slumber. Tom was a loud, 
racist wreck who I secretly declared 
emergency room warfare on- if Tom 
didn't shut up, I was going to strangle 
him with my tubes. 
For the next hour, Tom shouted and 
yelled, sometimes in mock pain, and 
sometimes with declarations of love 
for officer Samara. The hospital staff 
seemed indifferent to his shouting, 
probably accustomed to unruly idiots 
being wheeled through their doors. 
But, despite my situation and current 
position, I was not going to take this 
laying down-so to speak. When 
Tom continued to yell out, his voice 
disrupting my sleep and all those around . 
never walk 
again. And that's 
when Tom pulled 
back the curtain, and I saw his unhurt, 
very young face. 
"Oh, hi," said Tom. "Sorry I'm so 
loud." 
I looked at him straight in the eye. 
"I hate you, Tom." I said, not 
believing his apology. "You are the 
most disgusting, rude and obnoxious 
person I've ever met. You have been 
yelling for an hour now, and you have 
been disturbing not only myself, but 
everyone else in this ward, including 
many older patients. SO. SHUT. UP." 
He attempted to apologize again 
as I turned my back to him in my bed, 
but his voice trailed off and the curtain 
swished shut. I felt a little better after 
telling off Tom, but victory would not 
come until he either left ... or died! 
And unfortunately, Tom was fine. He 
ended up walking out of the hospital 
himself, which I found to be the more 
disappointing of my two victory 
choices- but at least he was gone, and 
sleep took his place in the hospital. 
Drunk drivers are idiots, whether on 
or off the road. 
Extinctions 
Threaten Us All 
Science Matters 
Dr. David Suzuki 
The World Conservation Union 
recently released its annual Red List of 
endangered species. For 2007, another 
200 species were added to the existing 
list of over 16,000. 
But what many people often don't 
realize is that the decline of these 
species isn't just a sad story that's 
happening "out there" in nature; it's 
really a story that's happening to us, one 
that we're doing to ourselves. And it's 
making all of the ecosystems that we 
ultimately depend on biologically poorer 
and more vulnerable. 
Living in cities, it's easy to forget 
how much we depend on the services 
provided by healthy natural ecosystems 
- things like cleansing water, filtering 
air and storing carbon to reduce global 
warming. Our health and well-being 
depend on these services, which have 
also been conservatively estimated at 
being worth trillions of dollars to the 
global economy. 
However, reading stories about how 
species are being pushed to the brink of 
extinction doesn't necessarily trigger 
alarm bells about our own future. Many 
of the animals in these types of stories 
have exotic names from far-away places, 
like the Yangtze River dolphin and the 
western lowland gorilla, so it's easy to 
gloss over it as someone else's problem. 
But the reality is, in an interconnected 
world their problem is our problem. 
As hard as it may be for some people 
to believe, the other species of the 
world don't exist just to look pretty and 
give tourists something to photograph. 
They actually fulfill ecological niches. 
Their mere existence is often vital to 
the overall health of the ecosystem. 
Losing a species or having one pushed 
to the brink of extinction can have what 
biologists call "cascading" effects on 
the entire region. 
Consider the role of large primates 
in tropical forests. In these forests, large 
primates play several important roles, 
one of which is in seed dispersal. Many 
tropical primates are frugivores, that 
is, their diet consists largely of fruit. 
While small-seeded fruit trees may have 
a large number of species, including 
mammals, reptiles and birds, to help 
them spread their seeds, large-seeded 
tropical fruit trees rely largely on bigger 
mammals - especially primates. 
When primates, like monkeys, apes 
and chimps eat fruit, they physically 
spread the seeds over a wide area of 
forest floor. So the animals receive 
sustenance from the fruit, while the 
trees get their seeds spread across a 
large area, allowing them to grow 
elsewhere, which 
then provides 
its large primates. The other section was 
protected from hunting. The researchers 
found that there were 55 per cent fewer 
species of large-seeded fruit trees in the 
unprotected forest and 60 per cent less 
of the fruit trees themselves. In other 
words, once the large primates were 
gone, the trees that depended on them 
started to disappear too. 
Of course, as the 
more food for the 
primates. It's a 
mutually beneficial 
relationship. 
"the other 
researchers point out, 
this has a number 
of unfortunate 
But when 
large primates are 
hunted to greatly 
reduced numbers, 
as they increasingly 
are, it can have a 
profound impact on 
the ecosystem. For 
example, a recent 
special edition of the 
journal Biotropica 
focused on the 
species of the 
world don't exist 
just to look pretty 
and give tourists 
something to 
photograph" 
consequences. It 
makes the forest less 
hospitable to large 
primates, so they are 
less likely to be able 
to ever come back. 
Having less fruit 
tree diversity makes 
remaining primates 
more vulnerable in 
times of scarcity. And 
the trees themselves, 
which often have 
impact of what's 
called the "bushmeat" trade -local 
hunting that often includes primates. 
In one study, researchers from the 
University of Illinois looked at two 
sections of Peruvian forest. One section 
had been heavily hunted by local people 
using modem weapons, like shotguns, 
and had lost more than 80 per cent of 
economic value to 
humans for timber, 
fruit or other uses, start to disappear. 
Humans depend on the services 
provided by healthy ecosystems, so 
it's in our best interests to conserve the 
creatures that live in them. Losing one 
species or having 200 more hunted off 
to the brink of extinction isn't just sad 
news for us - it's dangerous. 
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Vancouver International Film Festival 
Preview, Volume Two 
Luke Simcoe, OP Arts Editor 
So, you're reading your college 
paper, and thinking about your plans for 
the evening. Maybe you've got a hot 
date tonight, but probably not (editor's 
note: if you do in fact have a hot date 
tonight, you can stop reading now). In 
all likelihood, you're probably going 
to go home after class, make yourself 
a grilled cheese sandwich and watch 
reruns of the Simpsons and Family 
Guy while stalking people on Facebook 
(editor's note: has anyone else noticed 
how autobiographical Luke's pieces 
always are). You'll probably be asleep 
10 
before 11:00. 
Hey, who am I to judge, right? If that 
sounds like your ideal night, then so be 
it. But if it doesn't, you should make 
a point to check out the Vancouver 
International Film Festival, which just 
so happens to be opening tonight. Now 
I know that television has left your 
imagination about as limp and lifeless 
as Bob Barker's manhood, so once 
again, I've sifted through the 300 plus 
films that will be screening across the 
city as part of the VIFF and picked out 
some gems for your consideration. 
First up is American Venus 
(Canada, 81 min.): "Rebecca de Mornay 
stars in Bruce Sweeney's long-awaited 
fourth feature about a gun-obsessed 
American woman corning to terms 
with her daughter's corning of age in 
Vancouver. Characteristically offbeat 
stuff with a fine lead performance." 
Seeing as we're going through this 
alphabetically, Anita O'Day: The 
Life of a Jazz Singer (USA, 90 min.) 
is up next: "Jazz Icon Anita O'Day 
survived and overcame alcoholism, 
rape, abortions, a 20-year heroin habit, 
arrests and jail time. Robbie Cavolina 
and Ian McCrudden's intimate portrait 
features interviews with O'Day and her 
contemporaries, as well as great footage 
of legends like Gene Krupa, Louis 
Armstrong, Stan Kenton and others." 
For those of us whose tendencies 
tend to lean in the Spike and Mike 
direction, there's Apocalyptic and 
Other Anime (Japan/Korea, 97 min.): 
"Our annual treat for animation fans, 
bringing together the best 'alternative' 
work we found this year in Tokyo and 
Seoul. This year 's selection includes 
an anti-Shrek charcoal-drawn fable, a 
noir thriller about male violence, the 
adventure of a small cog in a death 
machine and a vision ofthe polluted 
earth regenerating itself." 
If you're a fan of ensemble cast heist 
movies (see: The Italian Job or Ocean's 
Eleven), you might want to check out 
Before the Devil Knows You're Dead 
(USA, 123 min.): "When two brothers 
rob their parent's jewelry store, they 
set off a chain reaction of tragedy and 
betrayal. Director Sidney Lumert and an 
all-star cast that includes Albert Finney, 
Philip Seymour Hoffman, Ethan Hawke 
and Marisa Tomei bring this heist-gone-
horribly-wrong story to thrilling life." 
You might be missing out on your 
MAWO meeting, but it'll probably 
be worth it to see Battle in Seattle 
(USA, 91 min.): "Stuart Townsend 
directed this in-depth look at five days 
that rocked the world in 1999. What 
began as a peaceful protest escalated 
into a full-scale riot that squared off 
peaceful and unarmed protesters against 
· the Seattle Police Department and the 
National Guard." 
I'm kind of seeing it as a Taiwanese 
answer to Fight Club, but Help Me 
Eros (Taiwan, 103 min.) sounds 
nifty: "A down and out stock trader's 
loneliness draws him to a suicide 
prevention counselor with a thing for 
eels, and a betelnut girl with a penchant 
for, well, complicated liaisons. Sex, 
drugs and amazing cinematography 
power this eye-popping erotic comedy." 
It's an issue in Vancouver too, 
so go see It Happened Just Before 
(Austria, 72 min.): "A striking mix of 
docudrama and art-film techniques, 
Anja Salomonowitz's debut deals with 
the global phenomenon of trafficking in 
women. Using true stories, she weaves 
together the tales of a customs official, a 
villager, a brothel bartender, a diplomat 
and a taxi driver, all of whom may be 
involved" (editor's note: if you don't 
have a hot date tonight, don't get any 
ideas). 
Losers and Winners (Germany, 
96 min.) sounds interesting: "Required 
viewing for anyone wanting to do 
business with China, Ulrike Franke 
and Michael Loeken's fascinating 
cross-cultural documentary observes 
the dismantling of a nearly new 
German coking plant by a contingent 
of Chinese who will reassemble it back 
home ... Winner of Best International 
Documentary at the 2007 Hot Docs 
Festival." 
For aDa Vinci Code that won't 
totally suck, stop by One Hundred 
Nails (Italy, 92 min.): "The discovery 
of 100 precious manuscripts nailed 
(Christ-like) to a library floor is only 
the beginning in Ermanno Olrni's final 
narrative feature. One part religious 
thriller, two parts philosophical inquiry, 
Olrni 's intense drama charts the spiritual 
awakening of one man with grace and 
intelligence." 
Finally, I'm gonna have to throw my 
chips behind the Reel Youth Program 
(Various, 105 min.): "Showcasing the 
best of youth filmmaking, the Reel 
Youth Film Festival is a surprisingly 
insightful and entertaining series of 
shorts made by youth 19 years and 
under. Featuring innovative new 
filmmakers from across Canada, US 
and beyond, this year's films were 
selected by a youth jury from than 
300 submissions. Full of humour and 
creativity, this Festival is not to be 
missed!" 
The VIFF will be running until 
October 12, and screening at a variety 
of theatres in Vancouver. For more 
information, check out www.viff.org. 
COMING SCXJN 
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Ping-pong is inherently humourous. 
The idea of hitting a tiny ball roughly 
the size of a walnut back and forth with 
extreme force over a miniature tennis 
court is pretty funny. Competitive ping-
a gag is, it's ultimately the delivery that 
makes or breaks a joke. And the cast 
of this movie-though not lacking in 
effort-just doesn't deliver. Dan Fogler 
never seems genuine in the role of Ray 
Daytona, a former ping-pong prodigy 
who becomes pong-now 
that's even 
funnier. Ping-
pong is one of 
those "sports" 
that will never 
make it big 
because it just 
looks too silly, 
like dodgeball, 
dog shows, 
and men's 
figure skating. 
So I bet some 
writer thought 
to himself, 
"hey, men's 
figure skating 
has Blades of 
"Christopher Walken 
shines as the the 
an out-of-shape 
wash-up, only 
to later be asked 
by the FBI to 
enter an illegal 
ping-pong 
tournament 
evil mastermind, 
but despite what the 
previews allege, he 
doesn't show up un~il 
the movie is halfway 
in order to 
arrest its evil 
organiser. 
The plot 
alone is pretty 
far out there, 
and it would 
take a good 
comedic actor 
to suspend your over" 
Glory, dog shows have Best In Show, 
and dodgeball has, well, Dodgeball ... 
why don't we make a comedy out of 
ping-pong?" The fact that some people 
actually take ping-pong seriously as 
a sport is downright funny; it's a joke 
that can't miss. Hell, even the words 
"tiny balls" are funny. Say "tiny balls" 
to yourself out loud right now. I bet you 
giggled. 
Unfortunately, no matter how funny 
12 
disbelief, like 
Vince Vaughn 
in Dodgeball. Unfortunately, Fogler is 
no Vaughn. George Lopez, who plays 
the FBI agent behind the top-secret 
ping-pong mission, and Maggie Q, who 
plays the ping-pong tutor/love interest, 
also suffer from poor acting skills that 
prevent them from ever really engaging 
the audience. Christopher Walken 
shines as the the evil mastermind, but 
despite what the previews may have led 
you to believe, he doesn't show up until 
"Balls of Fury" 
Misses the Mark 
Fishin' at the Movies 
Mark Fisher 
the movie is halfway over. If they had 
made his role a bigger part of the plot, 
and given him his own scenes-l'm 
thinking along the lines of Dr. Evil 
in Austin Powers-this movie could 
have been a classic. His evil mob boss 
character, known simply as "Feng," is 
utterly convincing as the organizer of 
a tournament where the stakes are so 
high that anyone who loses is instantly 
killed. The final showdown between 
him and Daytona-a ping-pong game 
to the death as Feng's headquarters are 
about to explode-is inspired, and 
it's too bad that more of the movie 
wasn't like that. 
One of the redeeming qualities 
of the movie is its fast pace . 
.You may not laugh as often 
as you'd like, but you 
won't be bored either. 
If you're desperate 
for entertainment 
the movie might 
be worth your 
while. Some of 
the jokes fall 
completely 
flat, but 
there 
were a 
·few 
times where the audience erupted 
in fits of laughter. The ping-pong 
sequences themselves are well filmed 
and entertaining to watch, and the part 
where Daytona manages to deflect a 
projectile back at his attacker with his 
ping-pong paddle and kill him was 
well done. There are funnier things in 
theatres right now, but whoever thought 
it was a good idea to turn this script 
into a feature fi lm had balls the size of 
walnuts-and that's got to count for 
something right? 
Need a job? 
Would you like to become a · .· 
· · student journalist? 
As we enter a new year of publishing at the Other Press, 
we are in need of contributors. This is your opportunity 
to gain skills in photography, writing, graphic design, 
editing and much more. 
We also have several staff positions avai lable 
. . 
which are listed below. These are paid positions 
wh·ich average over $1o.oo an hour. 
Graphi·c Editor 
Sports Editor 
News Editor 
Features Freelancer 
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~~!fEffi!'ve Been Listening To 
Well, well ... look who's come 
crawling back. I know that Stuff I've 
Been Listening To was on something of 
an indefinite hiatus for the summer, and 
for that I apologize. In all honesty, I was 
a bit busy assuming the arts editorship 
from the late Kevin Lalonde (OK ... 
he's not dead, but he seldom got his 
copy in on time). I also spent some time 
gallivanting around our fair country in 
search of love, fame, and fortune. But 
rest assured, I'm back now-hopefully 
for good. So, take my hand, get out 
your compass and sextant, and I'll help 
you chart a course through the muddy 
waters of contemporary music. 
Downloaded: 
Les Savy Fav- Let's Stay Friends 
Minus the Bear - Planet of Ice 
Listened To: 
Japanther - Master of Pigeons 
Baby Control - Best War 
The Blow - Paper Television 
The New Pornographers - Electric 
Version 
Les Savy Fav - Let's Stay Friends 
It's been six years since the last 
Les Savy Fav full-length. When one 
of your favourite bands bows out 
of the fray for such a long time, it's 
important that they come back harder, 
better, faster and stronger (like that 
Daft Punk song, or Rocky in Rocky 
IV). Otherwise, those voices in the 
back of your head will start wondering 
if the group has jumped the musical 
shark. Fortunately, Let's Stay Friends 
assuaged my fears almost instantly. 
"The Equestrian," the second track on 
the CD, is simultaneously one of the 
catchiest and most abrasive tracks the 
band has ever put on wax, and the rest 
of the record sees the band pushing their 
songwriting forward while maintaining 
their trademark idiosyncrasies and 
energy level. Curiously, Let's Stay 
Friends boasts more guests than a 
hip-hop record: Eleanor Friedberg of 
The Fiery Furnaces sings a duet with 
vocalist Tim Harrington, both SNL's 
Fred Armisen and Modest Mouse's Joe 
Plummer spend some time behind the 
skins, and Emily Haines' fingers brush 
the ivory keys on a few tracks. Anyway, 
my favourite lyric on the record is 
contained in "What Would Wolves 
Do;" during the chorus Tim Harrington 
yells "the world may seem cruel/the 
worldly may hate us/in time we will 
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show the world why the world made 
us." It's an encapsulation of the record; 
a simultaneous statement of intent and 
reminder that Les Savy Fav is here to 
stay. Don't take my word for it-go see 
them live at Richard's on December 1. 
It'll change your life. 
Minus the Bear- Planet of Ice 
MTB is another one of my favourite 
bands, but unfortunately, Planet of Ice is 
a bit of a dud. The album is a technical 
masterpiece and singer Jake Snyder 
has finally got some vocal chops, but 
whereas the band's trademark guitar 
prowess, studio noodling and shifting 
time signatures used to come across as 
playful (a sentiment embodied in song 
titles like "Monkey!! !Knife!! !Fight!!!" 
and EPs bearing names like Bands Like 
It When You Yell 'Yar ' at Them) it now 
seems distant and perfunctory. The 
album is like a movie with stunning 
cinematography but no story or 
characters worth caring about. 
Japanther- Master of Pigeons 
In a world where so many artists are 
leaning towards ' lush' arrangements full 
of violins, wurlitzers and dense lyrics, 
it's nice to see a couple of dudes from 
New York making music just for the 
fuck of it. The songs are seldom over a 
minute long, the lyrics come right out 
of left field, and they 're layered over 
whatever beats the duo cooked up in 
their basement. Master of Pigeons is 
like a big middle finger to highbrow 
conceptions of musical conventions. It 
sounds silly, but that's what makes it 
good. 
Baby Control- Best War 
Zoe Verkuylen was once part of The 
Red Light Sting, a Vancouver band 
whose candle burned white hot, bright, 
and brief. Over the course of a single 
full-length, two EPs, and a split 7" with 
a nascent Hot Hot Heat, the Sting would 
turn Vancouver's punk scene on its head 
and become our city's first noise band. 
It's been over three years since the 
group disbanded in 2004, but with Baby 
Control, Zoe doesn't seem to have lost 
even a shred of urgency. Her riot girl 
vocals (think Kathleen Hannah of Le 
Tigre and Bikini Kill) are spit through a 
broken PA, and swathed in early Sonic 
Youth guitar squall. The songs run the 
whole gamut of 'punk' rock, from scuzz 
to pop. Best War is a record I definitely 
would have gone out and purchased 
had the fine folks at Ache Records not 
been kind enough to slip a copy into my 
mailbox when I wasn't looking. 
The Blow - Paper Television 
There's a line that I'm sure I've 
used before, and in fact, it's a line that I 
stole from somewhere else (I no longer 
remember where), but I'm going to 
use it here again. Ready? OK, here it 
goes ... We all need music for those 
times when we're feeling too weak to 
even poke a straw through a pack of 
Capri-Sun. Lately, for me, that music 
has been The Blow. The brainchild of 
Portland-based visual and performing 
artist Khaela Maricich, The Blow is a 
combination of dance beats and spoken 
word, and one that goes together as 
well as cheese curds and French fries. 
Paper Television is also probably the 
'girliest' record I own (this is keeping 
in mind that I have a soft spot for 
Sheryl Crow and own all of Tegan and 
Sara's records). Khaela's stories cum 
songs are brutally honest, and she's 
not afraid to put her uniquely feminine 
insecurities on display. Seemingly, none 
of this stops me from getting all warm 
and tingly inside when sings lines like 
"when you' re holding me, we make a 
pair of parentheses." 
The New Pornographers- Electric 
Version 
Everyone always talks about 
Electric Version like it's the awkward 
middle child, sandwiched between the 
spontaneity of Mass Romantic and the 
fully realized TWin Cinema. But screw 
them; Electric is my favourite New 
Pomos record (admittedly, I haven't 
listened to Challengers, but I doubt it's 
going to change my opinion). It's got 
two of their best songs on it-"From 
Blown Speakers" and "All For 
Swinging You Around," and I think it 
occupies that middle ground quite well, 
thank you very much. Anyway, they 
were just voted Vancouver's best local 
band in The Georgia Straight's Best of 
Vancouver poll, and they're playing 
here the day after this issue hits the 
stands (September 28). So get your ass 
down to the Commodore, sweet talk a 
scalper and see your city's best band in 
its best venue. 
"Free Radicals" by The Flaming Lips 
Song of the Week 
Patrick Mackenzie 
T aken from The Flaming Lips' 
2006 release At War with Mystics, 
"Free Radicals" like most of the 
recording it comes from, is a departure 
from the Lips' output of the last ten 
years. Leaving behind their inclination 
towards experimentation, "Free 
Radicals" is, in essence, a sparse, back 
to basics, primitive rock song. 
Initially, the song begins with a 
fuzzed-out guitar buzzing away with 
the treble turned up to 11. Likewise, 
Wayne Coyne's vocals are presented 
in his trademark falsetto, which seems 
to ballast the song in a funky vein 
reminiscent of Prince. And it is in this 
funky, bizarrely sexy zone where "Free 
Radicals" spends its time until drums 
and bass puncture the song with a deep 
end that steers it into hard rock territory. 
Vacillating between the high-pitched 
vocals and the full on assault of drums 
and bass, the song sounds like a battle 
for dominance between two opposing 
forces (Editor's note: Lately, the Lips 
have taken to crowding the sides of 
their stage with opposing groups of 
Santas and aliens). 
Perhaps this is not an accident. 
Providing a seemingly ironic 
commentary on the insane and usually 
masculine impulse that charges us into 
war, Coyne's singing style stands in 
bemused contrast to the war-like, and 
presumably deep--voiced~ fools who 
willingly deal in death and judgment. 
A cursory glance at the lyrics 
suggests the song's barbs are directed 
at those operating under any radical 
ideology: "you think you're so radical/ 
I think you outta stop/ but you' re 
going international/ they're gonna 
call the cops." But the question needs 
to be asked: who exactly is going 
international here? Other parts of the 
song seem to undermine any attempt 
to provide a singular and specific 
answer- such as this one, "You' re 
turning into a poor man's Donald 
Trump." 
So who are these radicals threatening 
the peace of the world: Islamic fascists , 
capitalist fascists? For The Flaming 
Lips, there does not seem to be too 
much distinction between the two. 
Rather, they are two sides of the same 
Coyne. 
WHAT WOULD YOU 
HAVE TO FORK 
OUT TO REPLACE 
YOUR STUFF? 
Renting your own place for the first time can be 
expensive enough. Everything adds up. What 
would you do if all your stuff were destroyed in 
a disaster like a fire? Imagine having to replace 
all your belongings in one go. Here's where 
BCAA comes in. 
For as low as $12 a month, BCAA offers 
First-Time Tenant's Insurance to members and 
non-members under the age of 35· 
You'll get up to $2o,ooo coverage for loss or 
damage to your personal property• and also 
receive liability coverage.lf you're a BCAA 
member you even get as% discount! Choose 
the convenient monthly payment plan and get 
a free $to Pay less Shoe Source gift card." 
Now, the only disaster 
you need to worry 
about is that big pile 
of laundry. 
I N S U R A N C E 
Insurance is sold through BCAA Insurance Agency and is underwritten by BCM Insurance Corporation. -Theft. burglary, and robbery 
are excluded. This information is intended to provide a product overview only. Complete terms, conditions, and exclusions are 
detailed in the policy dedaration and wording." **Offervalid until October 31 , 2007 or while quantities last. Some conditions apply. 
RELAX. WE ' VE GOT IT COVERED. 
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Hot Hot Heat in the hot seat 
September 18, Commodore Ballroom 
Joseph Paling 
Victoria might be the capital of 
British Columbia, but it ain't no city. 
Isolated on the bottom corner of 
Vancouver Island, a little below the 49'h 
parallel , Victoria is a place that, by a 
mere fluke of history, is not part of the 
United States. Despite its isolation and 
unique history, some amazing bands 
have come from Victoria and other parts 
of the island, especially in the punk rock 
scene. Dayglo Abortions and No Means 
No are two bands hailing from the 
island with long and illustrious careers. 
Other (albeit more) recent acts like the 
Unicorns, Islands, and Three Inches of 
Blood also have their roots there. The 
Evaporators even made special mention 
of the island on their most recent record, 
Ripple Rock. 
But this is not a story about 
Vancouver Island-this is the story of 
the biggest band to come from the 
island: Hot Hot Heat. 
The band comes from Victoria, but 
listening to them you wouldn't know it. 
They basically play the sounds of the 
late 70s and early 80s new wave, but 
with an updated modern twist, as if 
Queens of the Stone Age crashed into 
Duran Duran. 
Currently, a lot of big bands are doing 
the new wave thing, the Killers and 
Interpol being two of the most well-
known examples. Alongside the 
remnants of the Garage Rock revival-
where only the White Stripes seem to be 
left standing- the past and the present 
seem to be making love in some kind of 
bizarre anachronism, which would be 
humorous if it were not for one thing: 
Hot Hot Heat and these other groups are 
really fuckin' good. 
Now, although it is a long process to 
get an interview through a record label 
like Warner Brothers, I had the 
opportunity to speak with Steve Bays, 
the lead singer of Hot Hot Heat, a 
couple weeks ago about the past, 
present, and future of his BC band. 
Hot Hot Heat was not always playing 
the kind of music they are now. At one 
point they had a different singer, no 
guitarist, and played a form of punk 
rock often described as no wave. Bays 
hid in the background while their old 
singer, Matty Marnik, who could sing 
only one note (but sang it quite well), 
took centre stage. Marnik had been in 
bands with drummer, Paul Hawley, 
before, including a group called Detroit 
Deathwatch, which I first saw at a small 
local hall in the rural village of Merville 
on the island. Shows happened in 
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Merville because it was a tiny hamlet 
located between Campbell River and 
the Comox Valley: a short drive for 
people from either place, despite being 
in, pardon the song reference, the 
"Middle of Nowhere." 
Detroit Deathwatch eventually 
withered away, but this same group of 
indie kids quickly met up with more 
musicians. Bays talks about how he was 
coaxed into playing keys with Matty 
and Paul. 
"I was really against it, but I did it 
this cage. Basically, you're just trapped 
on this little island which has all these 
different social norms and social rules. 
It's very self-contained." 
Although still young, Hot Hot Heat 
became a big fish in a small pond, 
releasing several records for the 
Vancouver-based indie label Ache 
Records, and touring most of Western 
Canada and the Pacific Northwest. 
Eventually, Marnik and the band 
parted ways. This separation has been 
the subject of much speculation, but the 
"While they are still a relative upstart 
band in Canada, they have made the 
cover of magazines in Britain with 
headlines that read along the lines of 
'Bigger than Radiohead'" 
anyway. I hated playing keyboards for 
years," he recalls. "I played piano since 
I was eight, but that was in my other 
life. I was in various improv and jazz 
groups on the side, and had never really 
merged the two worlds before. I wanted 
to do the DIY punk rock thing. I liked 
playing heavy drums." 
Hot Hot Heat came from what was, at 
the time, a vibrant music scene. Bays 
was even promoting all-ages shows 
with fellow indie star, Cam Pipes (one 
of the lead singers from Three Inches of 
Blood). 
"We 'd do up to three or four shows a 
month for a couple years," said Bays. 
"Victoria was so caged; it meant a lot to 
us had to do as much as possible within 
band has maintained that it was 
amicable. Recent news supports this, as 
Marnik has been spotted in the audience 
at the band's shows in Vancouver and 
Victoria. Regardless, the band was in 
the position that, in order for it to move 
on, it needed to make its sound more 
dynamic. Bays could sing and 
understood melody: Marnik was out, 
Bays was in. Then, the band got a guitar 
player, and changed their sound 
completely. 
Bays summed it up succinctly: "We 
started in 1999, and I started singing in 
2001." 
Interviews from the era seemed to 
focus very heavily on this sudden 
change. Most music journalists were 
demanding an explanation as to why the 
band kept their name while changing 
their sound. In fact, a lot of people were 
really surprised and perplexed by the 
transformation. Some people quit 
paying attention to the band 
immediately. 
At the same time, the change quickly 
got them a much larger fan base. Very 
early on, they became heard in the most 
unlikely of places for a Vancouver 
Island band, quickly landing a record 
contract and getting a gig in Hawaii. 
"That was a total trip for us," Bays 
exclaims. "It was done by a fan of the 
band who paid our way for us to play. 
We played a couple club shows and one 
bar show. It was right when we signed 
to Sub Pop, and it was really exciting!" 
Despite that by the late 90s Sub Pop 
had lost its monopoly on the music 
scene, the band were quick to sign with 
them. Bays explains why they went 
with the label and with Jack Endino as 
producer for their first album. 
"We were very green to everything, 
growing up on the Island," Bays admits. 
"Oh, we like Sub Pop, because they put 
out Nirvana, and we like Jack Endino." 
(Jack Endino being the man who 
recorded Nirvana's first record, along 
with the Black Halos and the Murder 
City Devils' better produced records.) 
Bays maintains that this choice was a 
stubbornness beyond the rational. 
"We really didn 't know any producers 
other than him, and Sub Pop was like, 
'Are you sure you want to record with 
him, we got all these great people you 
can work with,' and we were like, 'No, 
we want to work with Jack Endino at 
Mushroom [Studios in Vancouver] ,"' 
said Bays. 
Their album, Make Up the 
Breakdown, was an instant indie success 
and attracted the attention of Warner 
Music who agreed to give the release a 
wider distribution. The band was 
particularly successful in Europe and 
Britain, where their first single was met 
with some controversy. 
"'Bandages' was our first single. It got 
added almost immediately to A-
Rotation to Radio One in the UK," be 
clarifies, "which is the main way people 
hear music in the UK So it was being 
played constantly all over, all the time, 
and almost immediately it was banned." 
This was because the song was thought 
to have an anti-war message at a 
particularly sensitive time, as the song 
carne out in the first few days of the war 
in Iraq. Hot Hot Heat had even recorded 
a version of it for Top Of The Pops, 
which is the most watched music show 
on British television. Unfortunately, 
because of the controversy and 
traditional British squeamishness when 
it comes to free speech (remember the 
Sex Pistols?), the taping was never 
aired. At the same time, ironically 
enough, the band was on the cover of 
NME. 
Hot Hot Heat's previous album, 
Elevator, was the first one to be 
exclusively released on a major label. 
Their single, "Middle of Nowhere," 
made it into the top 20 on the Much 
Music Countdown, which granted them 
a level of success in their home country. 
Their new album is likely to gain them 
even more success, as the first single is 
catchier than anything on Elevator. 
Bays recounts how the songs were 
created on the new album, Happiness, 
Ltd. 
"We wanted this record to be 
completely unanimous," be explains. 
"So for every song, we wanted 
everyone to approve of it. When you 
add someone [like new-ish guitarist, 
Luke Paquin] with a new set of tastes, 
making a record isn't just about writing 
songs; it's about hanging out with three 
or four people and exchanging your 
tastes." This record differs from the last 
in quite a few ways. For instance, the 
production of the new album is closer to 
the original demos of the songs. 
Bays also went on to talk about some 
of the interesting ideas they brought to 
this record. 
"We added a lot more bizarre 
instrumentation," mentions Bays. "We 
bad an orchestra play over a lot of the 
songs. Plus, at the end of the first song 
on the album-which also happens to 
be called 'Happiness, Ltd.' -there are 
about 40 people singing. We recorded 
that segment on our last night in the 
studio after we held a party that 
included free alcohol." 
Fans of the band will be happy to 
know that they are adding a new 
recording of "Five Times Out of 
Hundred" to the record. This song 
originally appeared on the first Sub Pop 
release Knock Knock Knock. 
From playing small-town Victoria, to 
almost every continent in the world, Hot 
Hot Heat has had the opportunity to 
stretch their reach and their sound. 
While they are still a relative upstart 
band in Canada, they have made the 
cover of magazines in Britain with 
headlines that read along the lines of 
"Bigger than Radiohead." 
Bays really enjoys playing the globe, 
and was quick to inform me of the 
adventures the band has experienced. 
"We've been really lucky in that we 
have a really consistent fan base all over 
the world," Bays noted. "Any bizarre 
place you can think of, we 've had great 
shows." Small crowds aside, Bays was 
quick to note that sometimes playing in 
your own backyard is also great. 
"Overall , some of our favourite tours 
have been the Canadian tours-
Kamloops is just a really good place to 
·play." 
I asked Bays about any interesting 
stories from the road, and he had this 
tall tale to tell me: 
"When we were in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
last time, there is this guy named 
Supla," Bays informed me. "He was a 
celebrity on a reality show, and he had a 
hit song called 'Green Hair.' He's 
probably, like, 40, but he looks exactly 
like a young Billy Idol: full leather and 
spikes. Somehow, we met up with him 
and he took it upon himself to be our 
host for days. It's just a massive city 
and we had no clue what to do with 
ourselves, so he took us to all the best 
bars and parties, and we were able to 
skip the line wherever we went. 
Everywhere we'd go people were 
screaming 'Supla! Supla!"' 
With world tours, a new album, and 
possible mainstream success in Canada 
and the US, Hot Hot Heat have 
achieved what most bands only dream 
of. At the same time, their success gives 
other small town local acts hope that if 
they can work hard enough and write 
good songs, they too can play to more 
than just their own backyard. 
TodaJ's gost-secondarJ 
students need more than 
a minimum wage iob. 
'' 
The BC government's proposed changes to our 
post-secondary education system don't add up. 
Students won't get access to the skills and knowledge they 
need to get ahead because the government's Campus 2020 
Plan fails to fix the key problems of affordability and access. 
Our students deserve better. Their futures depend on it. '' 
(((. Federation of 
FPSE Post-Secondary Educators 
Find out more. www.takeaction.fpse.ca 
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Need a job? 
Would you like to become a 
18 
student journalist? 
As we enter a new year of publishing at the Other Press, 
we are in need of contributors. This is your opportunity 
to gain skills in photography, writing, graphic design, 
editing and much more. 
We also have several staff positions available 
which are listed below. These are paid positions 
which average over $10.00 an hour. 
Graphic Editor 
Sports Editor 
News Editor 
Features Freelancer 
STUDENT 
NIGHT! 
WRITE FOR THE 
Otherpress 
WORD ON THE STREET 
Angel Desjarlais, OP Photographer 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
What's your ratio of work to school? 
Natasha 
3rr1 year, Bachelor of Physical 
Education 
Work: 12 hours a week as 
a lifeguard and swimming 
instructor. 
School: Full time with five 
classes. 
Tysha 
2"d year, Associate of Sciences 
Work: 20 hours a week as a 
server. 
School: Full time with four 
classes. 
lassifieds 
Students advertise for free I 
For free student classifieds up to 30 
words, email: 
Jukesimcoe@yahoo.ca with your 
hame, student number, and desired 
section, and put "classified" in the 
. ubject line. 
Fast Cash Ads: 3 lines, 3 times 
or $15 (30 words max). Open rate 
bf $5 per line. Enquiries: call our 
advertising manager at 
lukesimcoe@yahoo.ca. 
Pictures 
blassified pictures are $10 each 
rinting. The picture size is 3.5cm x 
2.5cm, black and white. 
When placing an ad please 
remember ... 
~II ads must be received by 
Thursday to be published in the 
following Wednesday's paper. 
Check your ad for errors and please 
call or email our offices to report any 
corrections. To ensure the Integrity 
of our student newspaper, we 
reserve the right to revise, reclassify, 
edit, or refuse your ad. 
For Sale 
Two 128MB Memory Modules 
184PIN DDR PC2100 DIMM 
With original packages. 
A Steal at $45! E-Mail me at 
email@scottelliott.com . 
1980 Honda CB650 
parts, $5 and up. Email 
redcoat1812@hotmail.com. 
Accessories Pack for any cellular phone 
for $40. Package includes battery, 
screen protector, desktop charger, car 
charger, and leather case. Items retail 
for $60 if purchased seperately! Brand 
New. If interested, please call Andre at 
778.883.6805. 
Herbal products to improve your 
health. Choose an alternative to 
conventional medicine. Safe and easy 
to use. Contact Alex at natural_ cures@ 
hotmail.com or 604.589.8728. 
HP 722C printer, new colour ink 
cartridge $75. Epson colour 800 printer, 
2 new black ink cartridges $60. 
Can see both operating. 778- 885- 5476 
Cristina 
3rr1 year, Psychiatric Nursing 
Work: 15 hours a week as an 
undergrad nurse. 
School: Full time with four 
classes. 
Brother Intelli Fax Machine 775 & Free 
Ink cartridge. As New. $130.00 cash 
only 
Ikea Plastic 2 shelf drawer on wheels 
Services 
Tutor/Proofreader (Ph.D) $25/hour for 
essays, thesis, etc. 604.837.1016 
or editor888@hotmail.com. 
Professional tutor, writing coach, 
and editor can help with English 
130,106, 112, and 109; also Business 
Communications, reports, letters, and 
resumes. Quality guaranteed. The 
Writer's Touch, www.writerstouch.net 
604.437.6069. 
Vancouver Support group for stutterers. 
Every alternate Friday, 7-9pm. Room 
4310, New West campus. For more 
info, contact Mary Rose Labandelo: 
604.526.1735. 
Tavinder 
3"' year, Psychiatric Nursing 
Work; 16 hours a week. 
School: Full time with four 
classes. 
Wanted 
OPTions for Sexual Health (formerly 
Planned Parenthood) is looking for 
volunteers to assist on the Facts of Life 
Line, a toll-free, confidential, sexual 
health information and referral resource 
line. Call604.731.4552 ext. 224, or visit 
www.optionsforsexualhealth.com. 
AVID HALO 2 PLAYER. Need to have 
Halo2 game and XBOX Live. Please 
contact by email. Jamie Campbell. Jamie 
Campbell12345@hotmail.com. 
WATER POLO Players Wanted 
Students interested in participating 
in Intramural/Varsity Douglas Water 
Polo 
call: 604.777.6029(ext.# 3) or 
email:sessionpolo@yahoo.ca 
for more information. 
VISUAL MEDIA STUDENTS: 
DEATH METAL BAND LOOKING 
TO RECORD VIDEO FOR PROJECT. 
CONTACT: 
Please email hatred_is_in@hotmail.com 
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Tired of Transit 
that just doesn't work for you? 
_So, is the D u Ia tudent Union! 
Since May 2007 we have taken an 
enthusiastic approach to solving this 
complicated problem. 
•We are discussing the possibility of a U-PASS with the 
College. 
•We have proven that Douglas students actually want a 
U-PASS through our survey that happened this summer. 
•We are also working tirelessly to improve 
accessibility between the New Westminster & David Lam 
Camouses. 
If you have not alreaqy signed the Transit Petition, 
drop by the Douglas Students' Union before October 
1st, 2007 to do so. 
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